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The Skinner North Staff Directory is a helpful document for the school
community to get to know our staff members. In this document, find
photos of staff members and information about individual staff including
their positions, background and contact information.
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Katie Magnuson

Principal

Katie Magnuson earned a BA in German and Political Science
from the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, a Master’s in
the Art of Teaching from Dominican University, and her
Educational Doctorate in Urban Education Leadership from the
University of Illinois-Chicago. Katie is entering her seventh year
at Skinner North and second as principal. “I am inspired every
day by our students, parents and staff. My goal is to provide the
best educational experience for our students that emphasizes
supporting their social emotional development.”

Derrick Kimbrough

Assistant Principal

Derrick Kimbrough is excited to be a Skinner North star again.
During the 2010-12 school years, he taught 4th/ 5th grade
Literacy and Social Studies. Since that time, he has gained
administration experiences at Fulton, Lorca, and Nicholson. He
earned a B.A. degree in Political Science/Mass Communications
from Rust College, Master of Public Administration from the
University of Missouri-Columbia, Master of Art in Teaching from
National-Louis University, and is currently working on his Ed.D.
at the University of Illinois-Chicago. Derrick is looking forward
to a school year filled with rigorous instruction and student
centered learning.

Gloria Morales

Clerk

Gloria Q. Morales, school clerk at Skinner North, looks forward
to welcoming everyone to a wonderful year! She has been a clerk
for 18 years and is always eager to learn new things. "I love
working at such a great school and I am proud to be part of the
team!”
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Ramiro Santillan

Security/Technology

Ramiro Santillan has worked at Skinner North since the school
opened 9 years ago. He helps insure the security of the school
and works with teachers and staff to ensure all technology needs
are meet.

Kelly Davis

Security

Officer Kelly is a Chicago Police officer. He has worked at
Skinner North for 3 years as a part-time security officer. In his
spare time when not on duty or working at Skinner North, he
enjoys spending time with his family.

Ursula Karcz

Security

Ursula joined our staff 4 years ago. She is a Chicago Police
Officer and works part time at Skinner North on her off-duty
time. She has worked at other CPS’ schools throughout the years,
but is happy to be a member of the Skinner North Community.
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Johanna Jacobson
Manager

Counselor/Case

This year marks Johanna's 11th year as a School Counselor for the
Chicago Public Schools and 8th year at Skinner North. After spending
several years at home as a stay at home mom, she embarked on a
career change and received her Master’s degree in School Counseling
from St. Xavier University in 2008. Johanna works with all the
students at Skinner North through classroom guidance lessons, small
groups and individual counseling. She also manages the diverse learner
program as the Skinner North Case Manager. Johanna believes
strongly in the Skinner North mission to educate the whole child and
values the importance of social emotional learning as a tool to
developing young people into productive citizens.

Angelica Kearns

SEL Specialist

Angelica Kearns has been a proud member of the Skinner North team
since its inception in 2009. She holds a BS in Child Development and
Language Arts, with a minor in elementary education, from Michigan
State University. In 2009, she earned a MS in Early Childhood
Education, from Erikson Institute, and achieved National Board
Certification as an Early Childhood Generalist. In 2015, she earned her
Gifted Education endorsement. Angelica has been teaching in Chicago
Public Schools since 2005 as both a kindergarten and first grade
teacher. As a mentor to new teachers and a course instructor for the
Illinois Gifted Education Seminar for teachers, Angelica is committed
to enhancing the practices of teachers of young children. When she is
not teaching, she enjoys spending time with her 5 year old son, Brady,
two year old son, Jack, newborn son, Owen, and her husband, Ryan.
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Megan Steenman

Kindergarten

This will be Megan Steenman’s first year at Skinner North and
tenth year of teaching! She recently moved to Chicago from
Indianapolis after teaching first, second, and fifth grades. Megan
earned her BS in Elementary Education from Purdue University
and has a specialization in reading instruction. When she is not
teaching, Megan enjoys spending time with her husband and 15month-old son, Colin. They love taking walks, trying new
restaurants, and traveling. She is excited to join the Skinner North
family!

Kelly Mulligan

Kindergarten

Kelly Mulligan has been teaching kindergarten at Skinner North since
it opened in 2009. She has 23 years of experience teaching students
in the primary grades. Kelly has a BS in Elem. Education from Ohio
University. She is also a National Board Certified Teacher as an Early
Childhood Generalist and has a MEd in Educational Leadership and
has achieved principal certification. When not teaching, she loves to
spend time with her 8 year old daughter, Emily. "I love teaching and
have found working at Skinner North incredibly rewarding!"

Mike Bigelow

First Grade

Mike Bigelow is very excited to return for his fourth year
teaching first grade at Skinner North and his eighth year of
teaching! He graduated from the University of Michigan in 2010
with a BMus in vocal performance and a BA in French, and has a
master’s in elementary education from Dominican University.
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Sarah Kinsella

First Grade

This will be Sarah Kinsella's third year at Skinner North teaching
first grade and she is thrilled to meet another group of amazing
students. She received her Bachelor of Science degree in
Elementary Education from Illinois State University. In 2009, she
received her Master’s degree as a Reading Specialist from
National-Louis University in Chicago and exploring the
restaurant scene that Chicago has to offer. Prior to working at
Skinner North, Sarah taught second and fifth grade for eleven
years in the suburbs of Chicago. When she is not teaching, Sarah
loves to spend time with her fiancé, Jordon, their new puppy,
Palmer, her family and friends.

Carrie O’Malley

Second Grade

Carrie O'Malley grew up in the Chicago suburbs until she
attended Indiana University for college where she earned a
Bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education. She taught in Indiana
for 4 years before moving back to Chicago in June 2015. This
will be Carrie’s third year in second grade at Skinner North. She’s
thrilled to be part of a school like Skinner North with wonderful
staff, students, and families. In her free time Carrie enjoys
reading, writing, cooking, and spending time with friends and
family including her dog, Coya, and her husband, Matt!
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Lauren Harringston

Second Grade

Lauren Harrington came to Skinner North just last year, and is
very happy to be back! She grew up in a Chicago suburb and
went on to become a DePaul University graduate and Teach for
America alum. She has nine years of teaching experience in
Chicago schools, and her last position was with a charter school
on the northwest side of Chicago as a founding teacher. Her
philosophy on teaching focuses on a whole-child approach to
learning and she believes that a strong partnership with parents is
essential to student success. On a more personal note, some of her
hobbies include, biking, yoga, and rock climbing!

Kylie Noecker

Third Grade

Kylie Noecker earned a BA in Communication Studies from the
University of Iowa and a Master's in Elementary Education from
DePaul University. This is Kylie's third year teaching third grade
at Skinner North. She is grateful to be a part of the Skinner North
community and looks forward to continuing to work with the
wonderful students, families, and faculty. In her spare time, Kylie
enjoys cycling, spending time with family, traveling, and cheering
for the Iowa Hawkeyes.

Laura Shakespeare

Third Grade

Laura Shakespeare is thrilled to be spending another year in third
grade at Skinner North. She earned my BA in Elementary
Education from the University of Iowa, and later completed my
Master’s Degree at Northeastern University Skinner North’s
focus on the whole child and values on social emotional learning
make this school 8a great fit for her. In her free time, she loves
spending time with her friends and family, curling up with a good
book, and staying active. She is looking forward to great year!

4th Grade Literacy/Social Studies

Danielle Valhuerdi

Danielle Valhuerdi has a BA from Roosevelt University in Elementary
Education and a MA in Reading/Literacy from Roosevelt University.
This is her first full year at Skinner, filling some big shoes while Mrs.
Lee takes time with her family. She has spent the last 2 years teaching
preschool in Lincoln Park. In her free time, Danielle likes to garden and
collects children’s books! “I am so excited to step into the elementary
school classroom, and get to know my new students!”

Breanne Lee

Fourth Grade
Literacy/Social Studies

I am from the suburbs of Indianapolis and have lived in Chicago
for five years. I earned my Bachelor’s Degree in Elementary
Education from Indiana University and am currently working on
my Master’s in Reading. I have taught kindergarten, first, fourth
and fifth grade. I am so excited to teach literacy and social studies
to the fourth graders. The staff, students, families and community
make this school a wonderful place to work. In my free time I
enjoy running, reading, traveling and spending time with my
husband and daughter.

Jessica Sundeen

Fourth Grade
Math/Science

Jessica Sundeen grew up in a rural town west of Chicago and
attended Illinois State University, where she earned a degree in
elementary education. She started at Skinner in the 2017-2018
school year, and continues to teach 4th grade math and science.
Before her time at Skinner, Jessica taught 5th grade math in CPS.
Outside of the classroom, Jessica loves to go hiking in the Rocky
Mountains with her husband, bike on Chicago’s lakefront path,
and drink lots of coffee!
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Crystal Oswald

Fifth Grade
Literacy & Social Studies

Crystal Oswald thinks culture and climate at Skinner North makes
it an incredible place to work. She has taught 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and
5th grade. She has her Masters in Reading. In her spare time, she
enjoys reading, golfing, and spending time with friends and
family. “I'm looking forward to another great year at Skinner
North!”

Eric Marsden

Fifth & Sixth Grade
Math

Eric Marsden is originally from Minnesota, but moved to Chicago
a few years ago from Boston after living there for 10 years. He
received undergraduate and master's degrees from Boston
University and taught in the city for six years. He and his wife
loved to visit small seaside towns in New England and after
moving to Chicago to be closer to her family were very happy to
be able to visit similar towns along the lake. They love spending
time with family especially when his mother-in-law treats him to
her delicious homemade Korean food. They also love visiting his
family in Minnesota where they often go camping and hiking, and
play many board games and sports. “I am very excited to be
partnering with wonderful staff and parents that work so hard to
make Skinner a great place for students.”
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Elaine Cox

Six Grade
Literacy/Social Studies

My name is Martha Elaine Cox, but I go by Elaine. When I
graduated from Michigan State University a very long time ago, I
decided I wanted to live in Chicago. With three suits donated by
my mother and $500 in my pocket, I got on a train from Holland,
MI. I didn’t have a job, a place to live, or a single friend in the
city. Almost three decades later, and I’m still here. I spent the first
ten years using my creative writing degree working for a public
relations firm. I then decided to get my Masters of Education
from DePaul University. I thought I would become a corporate
trainer, but after one week of student teaching at Lane Tech, I
knew I had found my calling. I spent fourteen years teaching
English, reading, and US History in high schools, but four years
ago switched to middle school here at Skinner North. Since then I
have become very passionate about History Fair and Chess. This
year I also completed my National Board Certification renewal,
I'll find out if I passed in November!
Kristen Polotsky
Fifth and Sixth Grade
Science
Kristen Polotsky has been a CPS teacher for 13 years, and is
excited to be a part of the Skinner North team as a 5th and 6th
grade science teacher. She got her Bachelors degree in elementary
education from the University of Illinois at Chicago, and her
Masters in curriculum and instruction from the American College
of Education. In addition to science, Kristen enjoys art, knitting,
bicycling, comedy, writing, traveling, and spending time with her
daughter.
Natalie Machado-Schlossberg

Seventh & Eighth Grade
Science

I have lived all over the United States and am happy to have
called Chicago home since 2014. I earned a Bachelor's
degree in Environmental Science with a minor in Art from
Allegheny College in Pennsylvania. After working in the
corporate world for a few years, I decided to reflect on my biggest
inspiration - studying abroad in rural Mexico and sharing my love
of science with others. This led me to earn my Master’s degree in
Secondary Science Education from University of Illinois at
11 time, I enjoy playing and coaching soccer,
Chicago. In my free
hiking in Colorado, baking, geeking out about rocks, and reading.
I am very excited to join the inviting staff and parents at Skinner
North for another great year!

Priya Shah

Seventh & Eighth Grade
Social Studies

My name is Priya Shah and I will be teaching 7th and 8th grade
Social Studies this year. I graduated from the University of
Illinois at Champaign-Urbana with a B.A. in Finance and
Economics in 2000. After working in the corporate world for a
few months, I quickly realized that teaching was my calling. I
returned to the University of Illinois at Chicago and graduated
with a M.A. in Instructional Leadership in 2002. I have worked
in the Chicago Public Schools for 18 years, teaching 4th-8th
graders. It is truly an honor to be teaching at Skinner North
Classical School.

Lindsay Mueller

Seventh & Eighth Grade
Literacy

My name is Lindsay Mueller and I have been teaching English
and Social Studies for the past 15 years. For almost 12 years, my
experience was teaching at the high school level until I made the
move to middle school 4 years ago. I received my B.A. in
International Relations, along with my teaching certificate in
English Language Arts, Economics, and Political Science, from
Michigan State University. I studied abroad at Cambridge
University, in the South of France, and at a rural Zulu school in
South Africa to obtain my M.A. in Curriculum and Teaching, also
from MSU. I obtained my National Board Certification in English
Language Arts in 2007, and I renewed this credential last school
year. In my free time, I enjoy traveling to Michigan to visit
family, reading, going to Broadway in Chicago shows, seeing
plays at the Goodman Theatre, concerts in Millennium Park, and
enjoying the wonderful museums in Chicago with my husband
and son.
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Alison Ridgway

Seventh & Eighth Grade
Math
Ms. Ridgway is excited to begin her 12th year as a math teacher!
She grew up in Dayton, Ohio and graduated from Miami
University. She has worked on a team with the CPS math
department and DePaul University to organize and facilitate
professional development for Chicago teachers and help with
other leadership projects in the district. As Skinner North’s math
team coach, she loves taking middle school students to math
competitions throughout the school year. Ms. Ridgway also likes
to run and coaches the Skinner North Cross Country team. In her
spare time, she enjoys spending time with her family, which
includes her wife and two dogs - Tucker and Kesha. She also
enjoys skiing, exploring the city, watching baseball and soccer,
and making bad math jokes. Ms. Ridgway was selected to
become Golden Apple Fellow. As a Fellow, she is taking classes
at Northwestern University and mentors Golden Apple Scholars.

Jennifer Buckley

Interventionist

Jennifer Buckley is excited to start her ninth year at Skinner
North, and her twelfth year teaching in Chicago Public Schools.
In 2006, she received her Bachelor's degree in Elementary
Education from Michigan State University. In 2010, she earned
her Master's degree as a Reading Specialist from DePaul
University. She feels so fortunate to be surrounded by such a
talented staff, impressive students, and dedicated parents! She
looks forward to a year filled with curious readers and thinkers!

13

Carmen Ortiz

Library Assistant

Hi! My name is Carmen Ortiz and I am very excited to start the
2018- 2019 school year! This will be my 6th school year with
Skinner North. I enjoy collaborating with Skinner staff,
interacting with students and helping parents. I also enjoy
spending every extra minute of my time with my son Jayden!
This school year, I welcome new challenges and look forward to
another great year!

Carrie Szabla

Primary Special Education Teacher

Carrie is entering her 2nd year at Skinner North. She has a
Bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education and is a Learning
Behavior Specialist with a Master’s Degree in Special Education.
Both degrees are from Saint Xavier University. She is entering her
7th year with Chicago Public Schools where she has previously
worked with diverse learners in grades K-3. In her spare time, she
enjoys listening to live music and spending time with family and
friends.

Taylor Sofranko

Intermediate Special Education Teacher

Taylor grew up in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. She went to the
University of Florida where she earned her B.A. in Elementary
Education and M.Ed. in Special Education. This is her third year
at Skinner North and she is very excited for the year to begin! She
enjoys reading, going to the beach, and traveling to new places.
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Danielle Ritchey

Upper Grade Special Education Teacher

Danielle Ritchey graduated from Michigan State University with
a BFA in Theatre and a minor in Communications. She earned a
M.Ed. at National Louis University in Elementary Education with
an endorsement in Special Education, a Master’s in School
Leadership from Concordia, and has completed her coursework
for board certification in Applied Behavior Analysis from
University of West Florida. Danielle has taught all grades in
special education from K to 8th. This will be Danielle’s 8th year
with Skinner North and 10th year teaching. In her free time
Danielle loves to be with her husband Mark and three beautiful
daughters, Harper, Isla, and Charlotte, as well as bake, and
exercise. “I am thrilled to be a part of the Skinner North family
and serve the wonderful community of students and parents.”

Mary Rita Grace

Special Education Classroom Assistant

Mary Rita grew up in the suburbs of Chicago and then attended
DePaul University where she received her Bachelor of Arts. She
is very excited to start her third year at Skinner North as a Special
Education Classroom Assistant. In her free time she enjoys
spending time with her family and friends, going to the beach and
staying active! She looks forward to another great year at Skinner
North!

15

Jerry Thompson

Special Education Classroom Assistant

Jerry Thompson joined the Skinner North community last year
and works hard to support students. He is currently completing a
graduate degree in counseling.

Keeley McCarthy

Special Education Classroom Assistant

Keeley McCarthy is entering her fifth year as a Special Education
Classroom Assistant at Skinner North. Before beginning her time
at Skinner North she attended Indiana University. Keeley is
currently getting a Masters in Special Education from the
University of Illinois at Chicago. In her spare time Keeley enjoys
spending time with her family, playing lacrosse, and going to the
beach! She is looking forward to another great year at Skinner
North!

Joe Pace

Special Education Classroom Assistant

Joe Pace has worked with children and young adults for 7+ years,
and has been a proud member of the Skinner North Family for
approaching 5 years. Mr. Joe also looks forward to building off
of the successes of his students last year. Hobbies include tying
shoes, zipping coats, and offering friendly reminders.
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Sarah Willett

Art

Sarah Willett earned a BFA in Fine Art with an emphasis in
painting and drawing from the University of Dayton. She received
her teaching certificate in Elementary Education with an Art
Endorsement from North Park University. She has taught for 7
years, with experience in art as well as kindergarten, 1st, and 3rd
grades. Last year, Sarah and Ms. Cox were chosen to participate
in the MCA Teacher Institute. It was a wonderful experience.
This year, Sarah is part of a Chicago Foundation for Education
study group grant focusing on choice based art and Teaching for
Artistic Behavior. "I'm looking forward to another great year
creating with the students at Skinner North!"
Maggie Fahey

Music

Maggie Fahey is thrilled to be joining the Skinner North team.
She holds a Bachelor of Music Education from Ohio University in
Athens, Ohio. Part of her studies included a half-year of teaching
at Skinner North - it’s great to have her back! Her main
instruments include voice, piano, guitar, and ukulele. In her free
time she love to learn new instruments, sing with the Wicker Park
Choral Singers, travel, and read nonfiction. She is looking
forward to a great year of making music with the wonderful
students at Skinner North.”

Amanda Gleason

Physical Education

Amanda Gleason is originally from Oak Park, a suburb of
Chicago. She went to the University of Illinois at UrbanaChampaign where she received her bachelors in Kinesiology with
an endorsement in K-12 Physical Education, and an endorsement
in Health Education from NIU. This past year she coached both
Cross Country and Track. In her spare time she loves to run,
watch the Blackhawks and Cubs, spend time with friends and
17 her dog Eden, and travel. This will be here
family, hang out with
third year at Skinner North and she looks forward to another great
year with all the students and families of Skinner North.

Jonathan Popowich

Physical Education

Jon Popowich earned his BS in Kinesiology with a K-12 Physical
Education endorsement from Michigan State University in 2006.
Since then Jon has taught PE both in his home state of Michigan and
also here in Chicago. This will be Jon’s 10th year teaching at Skinner
North and his 12th year overall. He is also the coordinator of our
After- School All-Stars program. Jon has also completed a MEd
program in School Administration at Concordia University Chicago.
In his spare time Jon enjoys watching and playing sports, especially
the Michigan State Spartans, and spending time exploring Chicago
with his wife and daughters, Reese and Rosie.

Zach Schroeder

Spanish

Zach Schroeder is excited to teach Spanish for the 10th year at
Skinner North. He received an undergraduate degree in Sociology
and Spanish from Colorado College, where he minored in Spanish
and did an exchange year at a university in Oaxaca, Mexico. Next,
he was a Chicago Teaching Fellow and earned a Masters in Teaching
World Language at National Louis University. He began teaching
English to Spanish speakers in Ecuador, through the program World
Teach. He lived in Quito, Ecuador and worked at ESPE University
for one year. This time improved his Spanish-speaking fluency, and
helped him run an immersion style Spanish class at Skinner North.
Before being a member of the start- up team at Skinner in 2009, he
taught K-8 Spanish at Andrew Jackson Language Academy.
He believes in the philosophy of the classical school model, with an
especially strong emphasis on mathematics and literacy in an
accelerated environment. “Over the past several years, I have seen
exceptional student growth in this setting and feel proud to be on
such an experienced and dedicated staff, who are committed to each
child’s social and emotional health too. When I am not at school, I
enjoy spending time with my wife and 2 kids, playing music and
tasting the delicious food that Chicago has to offer.”
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Manuel Rosas
Engineer

Endalin Brown
Lunchroom Manager

Gloria Thayer
School Nurse
At Skinner North
Mondays and
Tuesdays (.5 day).

Lazaro Madrigal
Custodial Staff

Tocarra Holder
Lunchroom Porter

Adrian Plummer
School Nurse
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Julian Estrada
Custodial Staff

Sarah Warner
Speech Pathologist

Ashley Vera
Occupational Therapist

At Skinner North on
Mondays.

At Skinner North on
Mondays.

Katie Siegel
School Social Worker

Chris Kleve
School Psychologist

At Skinner North on
Mondays, Wednesday
(.5) and Fridays.

At Skinner North on
Mondays.
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